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“We believe in a mule of law which respects and protects without fear or favour the rights and liberties of every citizen and provides the setting in 
which the human spirit can develop in freedom and diversity” . 
Declaration on Democratic Values by Western Heads of Government, including Margaret Thatcher, the Prime Minister, Lancaster House, June 1984. 


Stonehenge. 


Labour councillor for 
Bemerton Ricky Rogers 
won their backing 
when he called for a 
meeting of “interested 
parties” to try and find 
a way of cutting the 
annual cost of prevent- 
ing illegal festivals at 
the monument. 


“I cannot support this 
open cheque book ap- 
preach,” he said. 

Last year it cost 
£245,400 and since 1985 
the total bill has been 
£2,799,660. 


“Y find that staggering 
and alarming, especially 
when you think of other 
things that could have 
been spent on — particu- 
larly when we are all so 
concerned about cuts in 
services.” 


THE JOURNAL, December 10th, 1992 i 


-TORIES JOIN MOVE TO CUT STONEHENGE POLICING COSTS 


New bid to end 
illegal festivals 


SEVEN Tory members of Wiltshire County Council have voted with the 
Opposition in a bid to stem the cost of policing the summer solstice at 
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By David Vallis 


But police committee 
chairman LtCol Derek 
Jarvis said he would not 
support anything that 
might lead to any kind of 
festival at the stones. - 

“We have spent years 
trying to stop illegal festi- 
vals, lawlessness and gath- 
crings of New Age travel- 
lers with considerable suc- 
cess,” he said. 

Col Jarvis added that 
this had been due to the 
powers the council gave 
to its chief executive to 
act swiftly to prevent trav- 
ellers gathering in 
strength. It was a classic 
example of prevention be- 
ing better than cure. 

He said there was no- 
thing to stop.anyone hold- 
ing a legal festival with 
the consent of landowners 
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and a licence from the 
district council, but 
added: 

“We have a clear duty 


to protect the people of 
Wiltshire from the disrup- 


tion these gatherings 
bring.” 
Council leader Peter 


Chalke, of Salisbury, said 
members should be under 
no illusions about the kind 
of people involved with 
illegal pop festivals. 
“They are pediars of 
death,” he said. “Their 
only interest is to sell 
drugs. I don’t want to 
introduce our children 
into their evil ways. J 
don’t want to do anything 
that would add respect- 
ability to their activities. 
We don’t want them to be 
given the opportunity to 
entice our children.” 


The Tory member for. 
Alderbury, Andrew Chris- 


Cilr Rogers, said no-one 
was proposing a icgal fes- 
tival. What he proposed 
was consistent with coun- 
cil policy over many years. 
They needed a meeting of 


all interested parties to 
see if there was another 
solution, 

Cllr Rogers’s proposal 
was approved by 40 yotes 
to 27. 


@ MEMBERS also voted 
to renew full powers given 
to chief executive Andrew 
Browning to prevent any 
unauthorised festival or 
egal gathering in con- 
nection with the solstice. 


INTERESTING PARTIES 


The Tory party in Wiltshire is revolting. Wever mind 
the headline and the ritual abuse from the hardliners, 
this article in the Salisbury Journal suggests that the 
cost of eight years of unnecessary paramilitary 
operations is beginning to take its toll. In the past, 
proposals to talk to "all interested parties" have 
always been voted down by the Tories, as this implies 
the possibility of a compromise solution. English 
Heritage won't talk about access to the Stones at the 
summer Solstice as they have no way of accommodating 
those who want to come and party as well, or instead. 
Everyone knows that what is needed is a bit of MoD 
jJand, but English Heretics bave neither the will nor 
the clout to arrange this. The district council makes 
the notorious procession bans, but it is the county 
council that picks up the bill, and is best placed to 
find a way out of the ridiculous position all sides 
are trapped in. Perhaps now is a time ta talk. On our 
side, we have learned just how ruthless and 
unrelenting the authorities are prepared to be, and 
less people are now likely to demand the impossible. 
The authorities tuo must realise they were misinformed 
when they were advised in 1985 that problems at the 
Solstice would disappear in two or three years, 


Are you an "interested party"? If so, keep in touch with the Campaign, as 
we will be trying to find out if there is anything to this apparently. 


positive step. 


Meanwhile, faced with English Heritage's inability to manage relatively 
few people wanting access at a quiet time of the year, some groups have 
started talking to each other about how they would do it. A steering 
group set up by PADRAS (see contacts list) is taking this a stage further 
by arranging an open Stonehenge Access Conference at Oxford on 24/25th 


April. 


This would not be a public meeting between sides, 
opportunity for representatives 


but an 


(in the looseest sense) of “interested 


parties" wanting access to the Stones at the Solstice to discuss how to 
manage themselves. Contact Padras for further details. Or come to the 
Glastonbury open meeting on March-2ist. This is an annual event intended . 
to allow people who don't get to the monthly London meetings to have 


their say. 


The Glastonbury Order of Druids were the only people prepared to go 
and listen to English Heritage's latest excuses at a meeting in October. 
They report that Heritage have cancelled their plans to open this Vinter, 
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us in May would happen in 
Torpedo Town on Aug 8th is missing. 
(Bucks what?) Until there is a new 


‘Independent’ told 
‘92 - 


festi list this is probably a rough 


guide to what will happen next year. pel 
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claiming they wouldn't get a public entertainments licence. 
need one!) They now: say maybe Winter '93, Winter ‘94, then Summer ‘95. 
This would be done using a limited number of tickets, although this time 
they could be passed on after use. 


(They don't 
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HENGE CHRONICLES 1991/92 ¢cont> 


REC 91. English Heritage’s plans for a new visitor centre and to 
close off the Stonehenge landscape are rejected by both the 
planning committee and the full Salisbury Council. 

A small Solstice gathering takes place on the same farm as for 
the previous equinox, but in a different field which some did not 
find. On Solstice morning, a ceremony is again held at ‘opening ' 
time across ‘the fence by the heelstone. Protests at lack of 
access continue after. i 


FEB_92. With the election rumoured to be in April, Salisbury 
Council meets earlier than usual to approve a new procession 
order. Labour proposes that before any more orders are sought, 
attempts should be made to bring all interested parties together 
for talks about a solution. Lib Dems and Greens support this, but 
Tories vote it down. 


MAR 92, English Heritage announce the Stones will be closed again 
for the Summer Solstice. Their PR dept announce they will be 
taking out injunctions immediately. English Heritage say they 
won't, as they wouldn't know who to injunct. 

Salisbury Council apply for a procession order, but only from 
17th to 2lst June, as the ‘largest military airshow in the world’ 
is to be held on the edge of the 'zone' the weekend before the 
Solstice. 

General Election announced. Tory manifesto includes new law 
against squatting and a review of the Caravan Sites Act with the 
object of preventing unauthorised gatherings. 

A member of the Solstice Trust stands as a candidate for 
Salisbury, for the ‘Save Wessex from English Heritage’ Party. 
Gets much local publicity for criticism of their actiuns over 
Stonehenge, Qld Sarum, rights of way and other ancient rights. 
Press Association censors the registered name of the Party in 
spite of protest, and name does not appear in national papers. 


At the Equinox, the authorities decide not to clase the track’ 


by the Stones. After two years in exile, a small equinox party is 
held overnight on the track. English Heritage refuse to allow 
Druids even to pay to enter with the tourists for a ceremony by 
the heelstone across the fence with those outside. A site 200 
yards down the road is rejected and celebrations take place in 
the road. English Heritage officials say they will not open the 
Stones as: 1) they claim those who did not come would think it 
unfair if those who did were let in. 2) That in spite of there 
being more than twice as many security guards as people wanting 
access, they could not ‘guarantee’ the safety af the Stones. They 
say they are thinking of allowing some people in at Winter 
Salstice, but how these two excuses would be overcome is not 
explained. 

Lord Montagu, Chairman of English Heritage, retires, saying he 
is disappointed that after eight years ‘Stonehenge remains a 
perplexing problen. 


APR 92. On April fools day Jocelyn Stevens takes aver from Lord 
Montagu, and a local newspaper carries a front page spoof story 
on Stonehenge being sold and moved to Japan. 

European Commission of Human Rights decides not to hear the 
case against the UK over access to the Stones, without 
explanation. . 

Tories re-elected. Ministry of National Heritage formed with 
David Mellor as Secretary of State for Arts, Sport, the BBC etc - 


~" wid English Heritage. Robert Key, Tory MP for Salisbury, re- 


elected with a reduced majority after an election campaign in 
. which Stosebeng@’ was a local issue, is appointed Minister for 
“fational Meritage. 


MAY 92, Avon free festival is moved by police to Castlemorton 
near Falvern. Nedia go crazy, with calls for more police powers 
in massive press coverage that affects all events for the rest of 
the year. Police set up national KGB-style intelligence network 
to "target" alternative gatherings. 


IUH 92. A group of archaeologists publicly criticise English 
Heritage's refusal to open the Stones, and say they will go far 
the Solstice. 

Sir David Mitchell, Tory MP for the Beanfield area, suggests an 
MoD site should be found for the Solstice. Robert Key (Salisbury) 
tells him to shut up. 

As the Stonehenge walk nears the so called "exclusion zone" for 
processions amidst local paranoia over a Castlemorton sized rave, 
police try to scare people off with section 14 notices under the 
Public Order Act, supposedly banning any gathering of 20 people 
anywhere in two counties. Martin from Worthing is “arrested” 
under si4 and beld for 10 days for answering his telephone. 
Police try to shut down TAT helpline. 

Campaign for Pagan and Druidic Rights at Stonehenge holds 
public meeting in Salisbury. ‘ 


A few hundred people gather at Grately and set up a small stage - 


in the woods. Site is blockaded by police. 

Five French TV crews follow events for a documentary programme. 
32 arrests at the Stones on solstice morning, including one of 
the Freauch TV crews. All but three released without - charge. Group 
of archaeologists turned away. 

English Heritage tell local radio they will re-open at 4pm. 
Some walkers return in the afternoon and ‘police close the road. 
Confused tourists park on the A303 and block it, allowing others 
to reach the Stones. 
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‘Independent’ claims English Heritage say we attacked 
Stones with power tools at Autumn Equinox in 1990. 

Cost of Operation Solstice is said to be £246,450. 
Glastonbury takes place the next weekend with no free field 
travellers, but Stonebenge walkers get in and set up Campa: 

cafe. 


LL 92, In an unprecedented TV stunt, DHSS issue giros in fre 
of the press from a table on the site of a festival at Kerry 
Vales. "Sponging’ Scum" say the press, quoting hugely exaggerat 
payouts, 


AUG 92. Government announces dole crackdown on travellers. Tur 
out to be a way of tricking other claimants out of their benefi 
as well. f 
Hants police announce Torpedo Town festival will not happen. 
spite of massed riot police, two festivals take place, at Roms 
and Otterbourne. Sites are bliockaded by police. Gate hut 
incinerator plant on the Otterbourne site is burnt doy 
£10m/£1m/£100,000 damage scredm press headlines. Ministe 
criticised over “safe havens” suggestion for sites for hippie 
and quickly drop it. Public debate aver travellers/festiva 
intensifies. "Fiends of the Earth" says Jonathon Porrit. 
Government announces plans to scrap Caravan Sites Act whi 
obliges councils to provide sites for travellers. Consultati 
paper issued suggesting criminalisation of camping or livi 
without permission. Gypsy and traveller cultures to be outlawed 
End of season festivals hampered by massive illegal poli 
operations. : 


SEP_92, Police at Bristol use section 14 (see JUNK) to claim th 
more than three people is an illegal gathering, and arre 
protestors trying to stop Tesco chopping down a row of trees. 

At the Equinox, friendly locals offer the garden of an emp 
house in Amesbury as a campsite. With the Stones closed agai 
Druids and others do it in the road. Security guards are annoy 
and tourists curious as the fence is cavered with balloo 
several times during the day. : 

English Heritage say they want to talk, but David Mellc 
Minister for Heritage, has written a letter revealing the 
position is unchanged. David Mellor resigns in disgrace. 7 
OCT 92, Only druids turn up for a meeting with English Heritag 
Last year's undertaking to try and open this Winter is drappe 
Now they say maybe next Winter with tickets, but only {if the 
are no more festivals or raves anywhere in the meantime! Druit 
think Heritage are beginning to worry about the cost of lots | 
security guards. 

Edward Cullinan Architects are chosen to build the new Visit 
Centre north of the Stones, although planning permission has bet 
refused. A public enquiry is expected in March. 

PM Major ends his speech to Tory party conference with 
rabble-rousing tirade. against ‘new age travellers’, saying 
don't want to understand them." 

English Heritage announce plans to dispose of half their site 
to save’ money. Scheme is widely criticised, and privatisatit 
sell off is denied. Sites and costs are to be passed to loci 
councils and groups, they say, but nobody has been consulted, m 
even their own official Advisory Group, who are legal! 
responsible for the sites. Stonehenge is to be kept as thei 
“flagship",on which resources would be "targetted". Chairm 
Stevens, blamed for drawing up the plans in secret, is condemne 
in the Commons as “an unsuitable ideological ignoramus". 

Magistrates in Andover find Martin from Worthing guilty ¢ 
being an organiser of the Solstice festival. He appeals. 


ROV.92. Wiltshire council votes police £1/4m for next year' 
Solstice operation + £1/4m for a new hanger for their helicopte 
cutting school and community centre budgets to pay for them. 

More debates on TY and radio as closing date for comments ¢ 
Caravan Sites Act consultation paper approaches. More than 6( 
letters received by DoE from councils, organisations ar 
individuals, none believed to be in favour of the unworkab!] 
proposals. 

Planning permission is sought for a huge new Artillery Museu 
near the proposed Stonehenge Visitor Centre, to house the world' 
largest collection of military guns. Planners advise council t 
approve. 

XP Robert Key” calls on English Heritage to withdraw thei 
controversial Visitor Centre plans as local councils face £1/2 
bill for enquiry. 

Steering group meets in Bristol to set up Stonehenge Acces 
Conference to discuss how groups with different interests ca 
work together at Solstices. 


DEC 92, Right turns from road past Henge onto A303 banned fc 
safety reasons. 
Jocelyn Stevens ta face Select Committee enquiry in the Common 
due to "public disquiet" over disposal plans for Heritage sites. 
Wiltshire council vote for “a meeting of all intereste 
parties" to try and: find a way of avoiding huge police bill 
every Solstice. 


CALENDAR: 


DECEMBER . 
19-28 Winter Solstice and Yule celebrations, Hatfield Court. £12 / night 


all fare (negotiable); room, food, ents. Also camping space. Details 056 
882 333. 

21 Mon WINTER SOLSTICE 2. 41pm GMT. 

24 Thurs Anti-vivisection vigil- Wellcome Laboratories, Beckenham, Kent. 
7pm-midnight. Info: Bromley Animal Defence Group 081 464 6035. 

25 Frit Anti-vivisection vigil- Hazleton Laboratories, Harrogate, Yorks 
llam-4pm 

26 Sat Boxing Day anti-hunt protests. Info: Hunt Saboteurs Association 0602 
530357 

31 Thurs New Year party, London. 


JANUARY 
no campaign meeting. 
+@—Sem Anarchist discussion group. Talk by John Rety on "An Anarchist 


Daily". Admission free. Mary Ward Centre, Queens Square, London, WC2. 7pm 
FEBRUARY 


3 Wed STONEHENGE CAMPAIGN OPEN MEETING at 99 Torriano Ave, London, NW5. 
7pm. Kentish Town tube 

MARCH 

3 Wed STONEHENGE CAMPAIGN OPEN MEETING at 99 Torriano Ave, London, NW5 
7pm. Kentish Town tube. , 

20 Sat SPRING EQUINOX 2.37pm GMT 


21 Sun STONEHENGE CAMPAIGN OPEN MEETING AT GLASTONBURY ASSEMBLY ROOMS 
GLASTONBURY. 2-5pm. : 


7pm Stonehenge videos and music, Glastonbury Assembly Rooms 


APRIL 
7 Wed STONEHENGE CAMPAIGN OPEN MEETING at 99 Torriano Ave, London, NWS. 
7pm. Kentish Town tube. 


24 Sat-25 Sun Stonehenge access conference, Oxford. 
30 Fri-2 Sun May Beltaine gatherings. 


MAY 
29 Sat-31 Mon Avon Free Festival. 


JUNE 
London-Stonehenge walk leaves Battersea Park peace pagoda. On to 
Stonehenge. More details soon. 

18 Fri-27 Sun STONEHENGE PEOPLES FREE FESTIVAL. 
21 Mon SUMMER SOLSTICE 8.58am GMT. (9.58 am) 


| SEPTEMBER 
_ 3-9-93 Glastonbury Tor ; 
23 Thu AUTUMN EQUINOX 0.22am GMT (1.22 am) 


Dear Folks, eer 
EH have recently scored their biggest own goal for a long while. Under the 
few ‘Captain’ of Jocelyn Stevens esq. EH have made plans to dissolve their 
responsibility for managing and maintaining some of the less well known 
and/or financial loss making sites in Britain. In short this amounts to an 
admission that EH's ‘raison d‘etre' is to make a profit from the country's 
historical sites. ‘Concern’ for their upkeep is just a PR exercise- lip 
service paid to an important job but given a low priority in practical 
terms, not counting toll booths to let people in, fences to keep people out 
and carparks and cafes 

Between EH and NT (and presently the DoE) there has been the greatest 
amount of archaeological damage/ physical development on and about the site 
of Stonehenge. These people have built roads and carparks, erected gates 
fences and tacky tourist notices, dug a tunnel and laid a tarmac path in 
close proximity to the inner stone circle. They charge you money to see 
Cbut not to touch) something that they ‘market’ as a piece of sterile/dead 
history. They don't know that Stonehenge is Alive or if they do they do not 
wish to share it's energy with you or I. After all this EH claim it is 
those people who wish to use Stonehenge for the purposes it was built for 
that cause damage at the site. They lie about people at solstice and 
equinox celebrations gouging marks on the Stones and complain about a 
little wax spilled from a ceremonial candle as though it were the same 
group of people who had caused the real damage at Stonehenge ie EH, NT, DoE 
and Salisbury District Council. 

There are plans to upgrade the A303 to a dual carriageway/Notorway. To 
our knowledge EH and NT have not made any comment about the destructive 
environmental and archaeological impact this will have at Stonehenge. The 
district council regularly close ancient byways used for centuries yat make 
no noises about the planned development of the main road near St onehenge 

The Wiltshire police are happy to use the local community's money to 
hassle other people who have brought business to the local economy (ask the 
Amesbury Board of Trade) instead of catching real criminals. These 
authorities prostitute Stonehenge and betray the spirit of the deed of gift 
‘leaving the Stones to the people) in the name of Christian society. Well 
there was a man énce who went to the temple and saw that those in authority 
were corrupt so he chased off the money changers and turned over their 
tables and said of them “Ye hypocrites". EH et al take heed 
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Letter from Karelia == 9 December 1992 
Sitting on my bus roof with 3 blankets 
and 2 kids watching the monster shadow 
eating up the moon ~ one said "wow", 
another "wicked" - then they slept while 
I waited and smoked a toast dreaming of 
ancient full moon festivals, the dread 
and wonder of it, the moon earth and sun 
in a dead straight line, the time to 
synchronise watches, toa reset the Aubrey 
hole moon marker stones - their language 
may have been an early form of Welsh or 
closer to Karelian Finnish or Siberian 
Lapp; did they have wheels or rollers, 
could they read and write on wood - we 
know they could calculate and knew more 
of predicting eclipses than you or [ (¢ 
‘know’ in the sense of knowing how to, 
how to use a tool, not why ~- their ; 
theories and gods can only be dreamed of 
». Stonehenge is writing in stone (and 
evidence of teamwork (and I[’d guess 
slavery (in your imaginings do you have 
the mathematicians and warriors on 
ponies, sledges, boats, chariots))) as 
the moon glimmered then glinted in an 
arc top left and kissed her tiny hand 
and because it’s the full moon nearest 
Winter Salstice yelled across site 
"Happy New Year!" ====(diceGeorge)====, 


Soar C9@ Stonehenge Benefit Cassette 
¥#3.098 from S.C. 99 TorrianeAv NWS 2RX 
with RediceBrian, DiceGeorge, Oxfin's 
Eugene, Glastonbury's Danny, Invisible 
Roroy, the Coventry Drongos etc 
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Above designshand-printed in multicolours on top 
quality 100% cotton shirts: T-shirt — £6.50, Long-sleeve 
tap — £9.50, long-sleeve hooded top — £12.50, Poster 

£1.50 (prices include p&p). 

Cheques and POs payable to F.F.P., BCM Box 2002, London 
WCIN 3XX. : 
T-shirts made to order from your design 

Quantity: 1 - 10,000. . 
No job to large or small ! 
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